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ment Mr. Baldwin seems to have realized that in
1923 when he took the offensive on the Protectionist
issue; in that year he adopted the correct principle
though his application of it was wrong. By 1929
he had forgotten the principle. The Conservative
Party fought a defensive campaign on the record of
the late Government and took the field with the
uninspiring device of "Safety First" inscribed upon
their banners.

The Socialist Party, on the other hand, and Mr.
Lloyd George's Liberals focussed attention upon the
unemployment issue. They accused the Government
of failing in constructive effort in this regard, and
by way of pointing the contrast produced voluminous
proposals of their own. The Socialist Party produced
a handbook entitled Labour and the Nation] and Mr.
Lloyd George produced a slogan "We can conquer
unemployment." Mr. Chamberlain was perhaps him-
self uneasily aware of the disadvantageous ground on
which his party was fighting, when he declared in a
speech at Bradford with reference to Mr. Lloyd
George "I could not really attempt to compete in
that respect with the greatest promise maker, and
some would say promise breaker, in this country
to-day."

As far as Mr. Chamberlain's own new constituency
at Edgbaston was concerned, he was able to compete
with all opposition very satisfactorily, for he defeated
his Socialist opponent by a majority of nearly three
to one and his Liberal opponent by a margin of about
five to one. With a safe seat like Edgbaston, how-
ever, Mr. Chamberlain, as perhaps the leading con-
structive Minister of the late Government, was
naturally much in demand for speeches in more
hardly fought divisions. In these, as in the country
at large, the election went badly. The Conservative
representation dropped from over four hundred to